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RE: Electrical Transformers at Silver Reef

The items at Silver Reef associated with the 5M Inc. heap leach facility
included three electrical transformers located on a concrete and asphalt pad at the north end of
the heap. These transformers were identified as structure 5M-17 in the Silver Reef contract
change order #8 and were slated for removal as part of the 5M bond forfeiture reclamation
work. This memo describes the transformers and documents their disposition.

The transformers were identical and had metal plates with the manufacturer's
soecifications. as follows:

Chris Rohrer, Senior Reclamation Specialist a 
p
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The bold font indicates text that was pre-printed on the plates. The regular font indicates text
that was stamped on the plates. Information on all three plates was identical except for the
serial numbers. Serial numbers were 18835, 18836, and 18837. The transformer cases

appeared to be intact, with some minor rust but no apparent oil leaks. The lid on one of the
transformers had been removed, exposing the interior. The oil was visible and appeared to be
full. The lid was still sitting on the top of the transformer.

On February 13, Laron Hall, the contractor removing items from the site for
5M Inc., expressed an interest in removing the transformers. I notified Tony Gallegos of this
and asked him to check on the PCB testing documentation for the transformers, as Clark
Martinez, the AMRP contractor, was finding disposal sites reluctant to receive old
transformers. After checking the EPA report on the 5M site and consulting with Pete
Stevenson of the EPA, Tony reported back to me that the EPA had performed a field test on
one of the transformers, which had shown no PCB's*. No subsequent testing had been done.
Tony told me that the Minerals Program had no objection to the transformers being removed
by the landowner/mine operator.

I called Weaver Electric (303-288-0746) on February 14. The company rep I
spoke to (Jeff) said the serial numbers put the manufacture date in the early 1970's, which
predates statutory controls on PCB content. He would not say categorically that they were
PCB free.

On February 13, a worker for Clark Martinez moved the transformers from the
pad to a location about 200 feet to the east, next to the road, so that the pad area could be
reclaimed. On February 14, a worker for Laron Hall loaded the transformers onto a trailer
and moved the trailer to the maintenance building area. The trailer, with transformers on
board, was removed from Silver Reef on February 15 by Laron Hall's crew (Southem Star
Excavation, Hurricane, Utah, 801-635-9545).

* Technical details of the testing are in Section 2.10 "Transformer Oil Sample" of the EPA
report: Sprenger, Mark D. and Philip Kim. Final Report- Field Investigation of the Leeds
Silver Site, Leeds, Utah. July 1993. USEPA/ERB/ERD/OERR
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SR TRANSF.MEM

KVA 100
VOLTAGE 240014160 Y 240/480
PH 1 60- 55 CO RISE ADD. POL.
TYPE OISC MFG LARKIN
VolZ 2.8
NO. 18835
o[ 72 GpJ-.
WEAVER ELECTRIC CO.

NO. TAP
I tjs%
2 102.5%
s r00%
4 97.5%
5 95%
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